Name 
__________________________________

The Lottery  by Shirley Jackson
Part A: Setting and characterization

1.  In the first paragraph, the author sets the scene of the story. A) What are some of the details about the town? B) What type of day is it?  C) How does this make you feel as the reader?
2.  A) Describe how 2 of the main characters behave.  B) How do they act towards one another?  C) What do you notice about the way they talk?  D) Does their behavior contradict the setting that the author describes?
What’s in a name? 
What do the following names suggest about the character? Give EVIDENCE (speech and actions) to support your claim.  

Mr. Summers:
Mr. Graves:

Old Man Warner:

Part B: Recognizing literary devices

Throughout the text author Shirley Jackson uses a variety of literary devices to enhance the reader’s understanding of the story.  At the conclusion of the story, fill in the literary devices that are used in the text. Use the words in the word box to fill in the blanks. 

	foreshadowing                       symbolism                                  3rd p.o.v.                              

setting                                    climax                                         irony                             direct characterization           indirect characterization



_______

The Lottery is told through a narrator who is not a character in the book in




order to create a detached emotion towards the events.  


_______

Bobby Martin and the other children begin to collect “the 
smoothest and




roundest stones.” This suggests that these stones might be used for 





something.

_______

Mrs. Hutchinson uses humor to disguise her fear: ‘Get up 

there, Bill,” Mrs. Hutchinson said and the people near her laughed.”


_______

During the lottery ceremony, Mr. Summers has the male 

head of each house hold draw a slip of paper out of a black box in order to determine who will win the lottery. The black box determines who will be stoned; thus, it takes on the meaning of death.


_______

Mr. Adams informs Old Man Warner that the north village 

has stopped the lottery to which Old Man Warner replies: "next thing you know, they'll be wanting to go back to living in caves." Yet his village participates in a gruesome lottery. 


_______

Mrs. Hutchinson is stoned by her own community and 

family.


_______

“The morning of June 27th was clear and sunny…in this 

village, where there were only about three hundred people.”


_______

Mr. Summers was “was a round-faced, jovial man and he 

ran the coal business.”

Part B: Recognizing literary devices

Throughout the text author Shirley Jackson uses a variety of literary devices to enhance the reader’s understanding of the story.  At the conclusion of the story, fill in the literary devices that are used in the text. Use the words in the word box to fill in the blanks. 
	foreshadowing                       symbolism                                   3rd p.o.v.                              
setting                                    climax                                         irony                             direct characterization           indirect characterization



3 p.o.v.

The Lottery is told through a narrator who is not a character 



in the book in order to create a detached emotion towards 




the events.  
     foreshadowing

Bobby Martin and the other children begin to collect “the 




smoothest and roundest stones.” This suggests that these 




stones might be used for something. 
indirect characterization
Mrs. Hutchinson uses humor to disguise her fear: ‘Get up 

there, Bill,” Mrs. Hutchinson said and the people near her laughed.”

     symbolism


During the lottery ceremony, Mr. Summers has the male 
head of each house hold draw a slip of paper out of a black box in order to determine who will win the lottery. The black box determines who will be stoned; thus, it takes on the meaning of death.

irony


Mr. Adams informs Old Man Warner that the north village 
has stopped the lottery to which Old Man Warner replies: "next thing you know, they'll be wanting to go back to living in caves." Yet his village participates in a gruesome lottery. 

climax


Mrs. Hutchinson is stoned by her own community and 

family.

setting


“The morning of June 27th was clear and sunny…in this 

village, where there were only about three hundred people.”

direct characterization
Mr. Summers was “was a round-faced, jovial man and he 

ran the coal business.”
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